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A TIME TO REFLECT ON THE PAST 12 MONTHS WITH GRADITUDE FOR
THE GIFTS IT GAVE US AND TO LOOK FORWARD TO THE NEXT 12
MONTHS WHERE MORE GIFTS AWAIT US...

A group of women from our church have arranged to meet with
Pastor Lee once a month for “coffee & conversation”. It’s been an
enjoyable time for us learning about Ji-Hae and her Korean culture
and it benefits Ji-Hae by exposing her to conversational
English...something we like to call a win/win!

Our breakfast group of ladies has included Sally H, Claire S, Julie L,
Margaret S, Gail W, Linda T and our star student Ji-Hae.

We typically meet the first Monday of the month at 9:30am at the
Prestige Diner where Claire (who has acquired notoriety at the diner
by her frequent visits) secures a table for us. Given the holidays we
are adjusting this schedule and plan to meet the second Monday in
January...come join us!

TALK WITH TAKA...BY LYNN FRANKLIN

Our “Talk with Taka” group met on Sunday, November 16 for a
discussion about the book, “One Thousand Paper Cranes”. The author
is our very own Taka Ishii!

Taka spoke about how his son and he began this journey to learn
about Sadako Sasaki, a young Japanese girl impacted by the atomic
bomb dropped on Hiroshima in 1945. Sadako’s health journey dealing
with atomic bomb disease and her determination to fold one
thousand paper cranes were the impetus for the creation of the
Statue for the Children of the Atomic Bomb (Children’s Peace Statue)



for which she is the model. The statue is located in Hiroshima’s Peace
Memorial Park. Sadako believed that the process of folding one
thousand paper cranes would return her to a positive state of health.

Taka also hosted questions and comments from the audience
members.

This one hour discussion was an educational and emotional
experience for the participants while instilling in each of us a stronger
desire for peace between and among people.
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THE WOMAN'S CLUB OF BERKELEY HEIGHTS DONATES FOOD TO OUR
LINC PROGRAM

In light of LINC’s upcoming Thanksgiving food drive this group of
ladies once again stepped up with a generous donation of food.
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The women who made this happen...Phyllis McEnroe, Cathy Ennis and
our very own Claire Stang...THANK YOU LADIES!!

BLUE CHRISTMAS PRAYER SERVICE

The Church of the Little Flower in Berkeley Heights will be hosting this
service on Thursday evening, December 11 at 7:00pm.
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FESTIVAL OF TREES

Drop off unti
Decembar 14th

Once again Lynn and Tom Franklin have decorated our NPUMC tree to
be showcased at the Festival of Trees. Our tree is in the bottom
photo with the red decorations. | go every year with my
grandkids...a fun event!

KNITWEAR
BY LYNN FRANKLIN

Bearing pre-holiday gifts in late November, Lynn, our Outreach
volunteer, delivered two bins of soft, warm hand-knitted scarves as
gifts for residents in Spring Grove Rehabilitation & Health Center,
New Providence.

These scarves will be shared with the residents during this season’s
planned holiday celebrations.



The colorful and attractive scarves were knitted by our premier
knitters...Pat Kennedy, Sandy Gossett, Julie Bailey and Claire Stang.
We thank this fine group of women for both their time and efforts!

A TRADITION WE CALL “THE HANGING OF THE GREENS”

Every year on the Friday after Thanksgiving the Price family travels to
PA and cuts down Christmas trees and gathers branches to decorate
for the Advent season. We are so blessed that “our house” is included
in those they decorate!

Last Saturday was THE DAY we did this and what fun we had working
together to make our church look beautiful.

Sally prepared a hearty & delicious chili with cornbread for our lunch.
We had people bringing down decorations, people in the kitchen
prepping for our baptism’s on Sunday, people on ladder’s, people
vacuuming, people singing to the holiday music being played (some
better than others...Jake F a standout) it was the perfect combination
of working together AND HAVING FUN!!



WESLEY AND HIS AUNT SUNSHYNN ARE BAPTIZED

Last Sunday over 75 people gathered in our sanctuary to witness this
shared baptism. After a beautiful service we were treated to a
performance by our Keys2Success group who Shaughnessy had
mentored and remains very close to them.



NPUMC TREE LIGHTING

On Sunday evening about 15 of us gathered around the fireplace in
our lounge to sing carols, watch our tree outside come to life and
share holiday treats.

Perfect ending to a very special weekend!
Blessings,

Linda






DECEMBER CALENDAR

December 3 6:45pm Bells Practice

December 7 11:00am Church Council Meeting
December 9 6:00pm LINC lounge

December 9 7:00pm Trustee new room

December 10

6:45pm Bells Practice

December 10

7:00pm CSA new room

December 11

6:00pm LINC sort

December 17

6:00pm LINC sort

December 17

6:45pm Bells Practice

December 18

6:00pm LINC new room

December 20

LINC Distribution

December 21

Franco’s host open house coffee
hour after our service

December 21

Fellowship Hall UR church Xmas
party

December 24

7:00pm Christmas Eve Service

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

December 7

Jennifer Hoffman

December 15

Brian Kennedy

December 27

Julie Denzler

December 28

Jake Franco




